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   FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

January, 2016 
 

A visit to Fairfield Care any of these winter days will find the Fireside Room 
bubbling with activities.  The 100 and 400 wings are full with a few residents 
beginning to fill the newly remodeled 300 wing.  The January monthly luncheon 
had the dining room full.    
 
The Board of Directors and our administrator Bonita Powers have differed in our 
approach to the direction Fairfield Care should go.   Consequently Bonita has 
moved on and we are in the process of selecting a new administrator.  With our 
very caring staff, we will continue to provide the high quality of care for which 
Fairfield Care is known.   
 
We will be announcing who the next administrator will be in the weeks ahead.  We 
thank the Fairfield Care community for the whole-hearted support you have shown.   
 
If you would like to receive our newsletter by email or would like to have email 
updates, we would be happy to provide these for you. Simply send your email 
address with your preferences to office@fairfieldcare.org.  
 

Karl Felgenhauer 
 

 

                     Christmas luncheon with our own choir 
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FAIRFIELD CARE 
Fairfield Care is here to serve our rural area with Assisted Living, Independent Apartments and Jobs 

Phone (509) 283-2232 

Donation Form 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 
 

Please detach or copy this form to return with your donation 
 

 
Memorials given to Fairfield Care in memory of a loved one are a great way to assist in keeping  

Fairfield Care sustainable.  Bequests in wills are yet another way to be remembered. 
 

All gifts are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable to: 
Fairfield Care, 503 S. Hilltop Lane, Fairfield, WA 99012 

www.fairfieldcare.org, phone (509) 283-2232 
 
 

Would you prefer to receive this newsletter by email?   Yes_______  No________ 
(Email versions are the ‘green’ way to save us postage and paper) 

 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Karl Felgenhauer - President 

 
Larry Madsen—Vice President 
 

Lynn Schafer—Secretary 
 

Jacqueline Tee—Treasurer 
 

Paul Anderson 
 

Rusty McGuire 
 

Barbara Roecks 
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Karl Felgenhauer and His Dreams 
                                                                                                                  By Connie Schroeder 

 
   Karl Felgenhauer has a dream – And being the board president of Fairfield Care, he has asked 
others to join him.  Actually, he has two dreams – one to be able not to say:  “I was born and raised in 
that little ghost town of Fairfield, Washington.” Also, and just as important, he says, is to see the 
empty Good Samaritan Home reopened and ministering to the needs of the elderly in the community. 
 
   Rev. Paul Anderson, pastor of Fairfield Community church, also saw the need.  “We are God’s 
hands and feet,” he declared. So Karl got together a board of local caring citizens, and they went to 
work restoring the deserted Good Samaritan home. 
 
   Colonel Edward Morrison, a pioneer, originally built the big house on the hill for his family. The town 

was named Regis, but the colonel disagreed.  “Since it is a small train depot, overlooks a little town and the beautiful 
scenery of rolling hills, it needs a nicer name.”  He managed to get it officially named Fairfield in 1889. 
 
   The Good Samaritan home had closed to go to greener pastures. When it closed, the drugstore, the doctor and dentist 
offices, the post office, the bank and other Fairfield businesses all suffered from this.  “People have to go where they can 
make money,” Karl conceded. The abandoned care center was full of broken down wheelchairs, kitchen and bedroom 
equipment.  It took about a year to restore the building to a care center. 
 
   Lynn Schafer, secretary of the board, Larry Madsen, Vice President and his wife, Bev, Barbara Roecks, another board 
member and her husband Gary, and Karl and Ione Felgenhauer spent many hours painting and doing other things, working 
along with Tom Foster, Building Supervisor, to bring the 400 wing up to assisted living requirements.  “But the approval 
paperwork was needed more than anything else,” Lynn added. Fairfield Care was ready to open in 2011. 
 
   Way back in November of 2010 the "group of 4" residents resided in the original 400 wing without any services except for 
one evening meal per day supplied by a dedicated group of volunteers.  This group of four included Dave Widman, Dorothy 
Ostheller, Ollie Mitchell, and Barbara Browning.  Family or private caregivers attended to their personal needs.  Ardis and 
Tom Dashiell from Mt. Hope were the first assisted living clients, and Ardis is back after a short time at home. 
 
 Patients now come from little Palouse towns all over – such as Latah, Rockford, Tekoa, Freeman, and Waverly. Three 
people who were deteriorating elsewhere were restored to health with Fairfield’s good care, good food, beautiful scenery 
and fresh air.  “I have Mica Peak framed in my picture window,” said one ardent resident. 
 
   Karl Elden Felgenhauer was born in 1940.  He met his future wife, Ione, at a football game where he was working as an 
usher.  “She was sitting a few rows down from me. Some high school punks were heckling this pretty girl.  It made me mad. I 
went down and chased them off.”  This led to a permanent relationship and they were married in 1961. They have three 
daughters. 
 
   His mother had a romantic story of her own.  She came from Omak to Fairfield 
high school to be hired as the librarian. She eventually married Karl’s father and 
became a farmer’s wife.  In her last years she passed away at the care center. 
    
Karl was drafted into the army and became a second lieutenant.  He went to 
Germany and Ione joined him.  In 1964 they came back and he started farming 
with his dad and uncle Jack near Mt. Hope.  He partnered with his dad until he 
retired in 2005 farming 2500 acres. 
 
   Karl says, “Alzheimer’s and Dementia are two ugly diseases that seem to be 
creeping up on Americans. We need places to take care of the people afflicted with 
them. And we need to become profitable.” 
   “Right now, on the practical side, we need a generator.” 
 
   Fairfield Care has room for 59 residents with the new wing, which has just been 
opened. “We are ready,” says Karl. 
 
 

News from the Activities Department 
                                                                        Daphne Chrysler 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!   
       In July 2015 I came out or retirement to join the family at Fairfield Care.  I am honored to be a part of 
the dream that so many local people have had regarding making this a comfortable loving home for our 
loved ones to live..  
       The Holidays have been busy as well as a lot of fun.  We enjoyed celebrating our Veterans and 
remembering Chuck Crockett - a great community and military presence for this event.   
       With Thanksgiving we saw good food good company.  And then I was allowed to start Christmas 
decorating and many parties and events.  We were blessed with the LDS church on Pines visiting,  Over 50 

people came out, sang Christmas carols, helped with Christmas crafts and played bingo with our residents.  I have to say it 
was a pretty rowdy bingo!  Just saying. 
       And now into 2016. Betsy Keno is continuing her Sing Along with our residents.  We have moved from Christmas carols 
to the oldies and love songs, and she is having fun finding the music that touches the heart and soul of our residents. Betsy 
is a great gift for all of us.  Her husband Tom also is an amazing piano player and graces us with his beautiful jazz and 
oldies music. 
       We celebrated Andy Gorzema’s 90

th
 birthday January 10

th
.  It was a beautiful honor for him - so many stories/memories 

shared that day.  He was truly touched. 
       Writing club happens on Tuesday afternoons at 1:30.  We encourage residents to attend.  It they cannot write or type I 
know they have stories to share, so oral ‘writing’ is appreciated as well.  We are lucky to have Connie Brown and Ardis 
Dashiell as published authors.  They are lifetime residents of the community and have many entertaining stories to 
share.  Anyone is welcome to be a part of this activity.   
       In the next couple of months we are going to invite from the community any authors who have published a book to come 
in for a Book Signing event.  More information to follow. 
       Opening the 300 wing is exciting.  I plan to set it up as the main Activity Room for our dementia residents living on both 
the 100 and 300 wings.  If anyone has things you may think I can use for men and women:  Old tools building projects for 
our men, thread spools - I have ideas for them; simple sewing ideas, quilting squares, material, old towels, socks to sort and 
fold - I can use almost anything.  Please contact Daphne.  Also volunteers are truly appreciated.  High School students who 
will need hours for their college resumes, call me. 
       In the month of February we are going to a casino, to Tina’s coffee shop in Rockford for lunch, and residents will make 
cookies and cupcakes for our Valentine Day Party. Mardi Gras is in March, and I’m hoping to get one of our Pastors to do an 
Ash Wednesday service. 

So, in closing my last words are SPRING IS COMING!!!!!! 
 
Daphne Chrysler, Activities 
Fairfield Care Assisted  
And Independent Living 
503 S Hilltop Lane  
Fairfield WA 99012 
509-283-2232 
 

 
Ninety And Still Going – Andy Gortsema 

 
It seems like just yesterday when Andy Gortsema moved into Fairfield Care. 
Many of you are already acquainted with this wiry Fairfield resident, owner of 
the Lost Dutchman Museum in Fairfield. Andy just keeps ticking. He has an 
active mind, not letting his loss of eyesight deter him. If you come to visit Andy, 
most likely you will find him sitting in his room listening to books on tapes. And 
stories? Andy can tell lots of them! 
 
When you reach the milestone of 90 years, you can count yourself one of the 
blessed ones, as many do not make it that far, but the Fireside Room at 
Fairfield Care was ‘jumping’ on the big day, January 10, with friends from near 
and far wanting to express their best wishes.  

 
Even though his mobility and eyesight are restrictive, that doesn’t stop Andy from going on field trips and participating in 
various events. Our staff love Andy, and it is a delight to have him with us. Happy Birthday, Andy, and many more! 

Fairfield Care Newsletter                                                                                                                                       Page 2 Fairfield Care Newsletter                                                                                                                                        Page 3 

tel:509-283-2232

