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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT – 2014 
 

March 17, 2015 
 

    The year 2014 can be summarized as a year of growth and improve-
ment of the physical plant at Fairfield Care. In January we received the 
license to provide Assisted Living services in the former apartment build-
ing on the north side of the complex, now known as the 400 wing. This 
provided 19 units that can be used for either independent living or 
assisted living. This work increased our licensed capacity from 15 to 43 
residents. 

 
After installing a new flat roof over the 400 wing in 2013 it became 

very evident that the majority of the flat roof on the main building was 
also in dire need of replacement. With the benefit of many donations 
along with one very large donation we were able to complete this large 
undertaking in September 2014. Another large expenditure was a 
complete updating of the fire alarm and fire suppression systems in 
both buildings. Several updates were also installed within the heating 
and air-conditioning units throughout both buildings. 

 
         Late in the year the Board of Directors made the decision to 

remodel the vacant existing wing (300) into a secured dementia wing 
that would be eligible to house behaviorally impaired residents. It 
became apparent that the licensing of this wing is necessary to make 
us sustainable in the long term. Our staff has submitted all the 
preliminary work of architectural drawings and the functional plan to 
the Department of Health Construction Review. It is our plan to have 
this completed by mid-summer 2015. A re-furbishing project that has 
recently been finished by our maintenance staff is new hardwood 
laminate flooring in the dining room. As this report is being written, an 
area designated to be used as a Chapel and/or Library is receiving the 
finishing touches. 

 
The Board of Directors thanks everyone who has supported 

Fairfield Care in some way throughout the year. Your contribution of 
time, talents and monies have brought us to where we are in providing 
JOBS, HOUSING, and HEALTH CARE to our rural area. 

 
From our Board of Directors, 

 
THANK YOU! 

 
Karl Felgenhauer 
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Donation Form 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 
 

Please detach or copy this form to return with your donation 
 

 
Memorials given to Fairfield Care in memory of a loved one are a great way to assist in keeping  

Fairfield Care sustainable.  Bequests in wills are yet another way to be remembered. 
 

All gifts are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable to: 
Fairfield Care, 503 S. Hilltop Lane, Fairfield, WA 99012 

 
 
Would you prefer to receive this newsletter by email?   Yes_______  No________ 
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Exciting Things Happening At Fairfield Care 

It was a difficult board meeting in March when we received notice that Lorell Storm-Durkee would be resigning because of 
health issues. As you can imagine, with a relatively new operation there were no plans set in place for this possibility. 
However, shortly thereafter Board President Karl Felgenhauer found an application on the Internet, and after interviewing 
Bonita Powers, she was offered the position.  

Bonita comes from a background of 30 years in the industry, having started in housekeeping at two 
nursing homes owned by her parents. She worked her way up through laundry, nursing assistant, 
restorative aide, kitchen, bookkeeping and eventually the administrator in training program. She received 
her administrator’s license in 1985.  
Bonita lives at Liberty Lake. She has a daughter living in San Diego and her youngest daughter lives in 
Outlook, Washington where her in-laws have a dairy – 5000 head of cattle with 2000 milkers. Whew! 
That’s a lot of work. This daughter’s husband works as a high voltage lineman for Bonneville Power.  

As for hobbies away from Fairfield Care, Bonita loves flower gardening, boating, walking and she likes to cook. Her previous 
employment included nine years at Lakeland as a Program Area Team Director as well as earlier at the Cooper George in 
Spokane.  

Bonita is getting settled into her duties at Fairfield Care as well as getting acquainted with the staff and residents. We know 
you will find her welcoming and pleasant. She loves being here.  

 
Next, for the pleasure of the residents (and staff), we have hired an Activity Director. In the past the staff 
was responsible for doing activities listed on the events calendar, which took time away from their duties 
on the floor.   
 
Deb Carney has had a love for this field for some time, although her degree is in exercise physiology. 
Previously she has worked at both Sullivan Park and at Good Samaritan in Spokane Valley in activities. 
 
Perhaps you are familiar with the last name. That is because she and her husband operate the Zythum Brewery in Fairfield. 
That started when Deb got him a home brewing kit for his birthday. He didn’t use it for several months, so Deb told him she 
wasn’t going to get him another birthday present until he did. One thing led to another, and the brewery is the result.  
Deb has three children, the oldest graduating from George Washington University in June, a daughter with Deb’s four-year-
old granddaughter moving to Othello, and the youngest at WSU. Her hobbies include oil painting and now water colors, 
reading, hiking and snowshoeing, motorcycling, and she has done catering for 25 years. Oh, yes, she has a shih tzu dog 
named Mr. Chow about whom there are many funny stories.  

 

The third BIG news is we have now hired a full-time registered nurse. Traci Bozarth has lived in Fairfield 
for 10 years but has a family history here. She has no children but does have an older golden retriever 
dog.  

Her husband was diagnosed with leukemia in 1995 when they were dating. He was at Deaconess almost 
a year, then they moved him to Seattle for a bone marrow transplant. This was where Traci was exposed 
to the nursing field and found she liked helping people in this way, so she came home, they got married 

and Traci went to school to become a nurse. The good news is her husband is five years post transplant and doing well.  

Hobbies include walking, outdoor activities, camping, and she particularly loves the Pend Oreille River.  

Traci began her job on April 27, but she had already been in the building assessing and getting acquainted. She’s a very 
upbeat person who will be good for the residents. She hopes to make Fairfield Care the rest of her nursing career.  

 

 

RECONFIGURED DONATION THERMOMETER 

The donation thermometer on Fairfield Care’s website has been modified. Originally, the idea of a thermometer to illustrate 
the list of donors who donated monies for the remodeling of the 400 wing, formerly the independent apartment wing, showed 
the names of all people who made gifts to Fairfield Care since September, 2012. Thanks to the much-appreciated donations 
of time, as well as monies from the many friends and families, we have outgrown this thermometer. The reconfigured 
thermometer that can now be viewed on our website – www.fairfieldcare.org - lists everyone who has donated to Fairfield 
Care since the first fund-raising effort that happened back in October 2010. It is amazing how many people have been 
supporting Fairfield Care since our inception five years ago. If you know of people who are not listed, please let a board 
member know so their name can be added. Each and every memorial and donation received is sincerely appreciated.  

300 WING REMODEL 

In December 2014 the Board of Directors voted to remodel the vacant 300 wing of the building into a secured Memory Care 
wing. This will be licensed for an additional 16 beds, which will increase the total capacity to 59 residents. An application for 
permits was submitted to the Department of Health Construction Review in mid-February. It is anticipated that our added 
capacity will be licensed by mid-summer. With this construction, the current hair styling salon has been relocated to the 200 
wing next door to the present Game Room. There is an acute demand within Washington State to house behaviorally 
challenged individuals. The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) will pay a premium to facilities that are 
licensed for this Enhanced Care Service (ECS). All needs for these individuals will be provided within the secured wing to 
include nursing, dietary and recreational requirements. Outside medical services will come to the facility to provide this care. 
If you observe the sights and sounds of construction when you visit us in the coming months, you now know what all the 
commotion is about.  

VISIT OUR NEW CHAPEL/LIBRARY 

Our Maintenance duo of Tom and Wayne has been busy transforming a couple of vacant rooms into our new 
Chapel/Library. Located close to the Fireside Room, this area will be much appreciated by our residents and family 
members in the years to come. Worship services are held frequently at Fairfield Care. In the past the dining room was the 
most logical place for anything of this nature. Now we have a private and quiet area to meditate and worship, have family 
conferences, and just enjoy browsing through the reading material that will be available. Come and see for yourself on your 
next visit.  

STANDBY GENERATOR NEEDED 

A priority need that is becoming more important is the purchase of a standby generator that will supply all our electrical 
needs in the event of a power outage. With our increased reliance on electrical power, we need to find a way to have an 
operable unit on the premises. This is one of those items that don’t seem important until needed. Heating, air-conditioning 
and lighting are all essential, especially where senior citizens are housed. The Department of Health will dictate what size 
will be needed once we have the 300 wing in operation. Any thoughts, ideas or leads that a reader may have on how we can 
fulfill this need? Please visit with a board member.  

ACTIVITY NEWS 

I am so excited to start some new programs for our residents to enrich their quality of life. One of the ideas the residents and 
I have been talking about is making crafts to sell at the Fairfield Old Fashioned Christmas. The plan is to make this a 
fundraiser for the activity department with the goal of raising enough funds for all the residents to be able to go on outings 
throughout the following year. The residents’ ideas for outings ranged from lunch outings, trips to the areas many museums, 
the planetarium, Corbin Art Center, Mobius Science Center, and of course, sightseeing in our beautiful area. We may be 
asking for donations from time to time for such things as pint and quart size canning jars, scraps of pretty material, fleece, 
doilies, and art supplies. This is also a wonderful opportunity for you to volunteer your time and talents. Volunteers are 
needed for a variety of things such as: visiting with residents, reading to residents, sewing/ mending residents clothes, 
helping with crafts, playing games, playing music, and driving the bus. When you share yourself with our residents, you will 
be amazed by how fulfilling it is to spend time with these wonderful people. Thank you in advance for your support of 
Fairfield Care Assisted and Independent Living’s activity programs.  
                                                                                                                                                                Deb Carney, ADPC  
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