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   FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

September, 2015 
 
With the dog days of summer behind us it is exciting to see the tempo pick up 
around Fairfield Care.  We are in the final stages of remodeling the 300 wing into a 
secured unit for memory care.  Families are calling to inquire about our services as 
they look for a home for their loved ones in need of Assisted Living.  So many 
residents have remarked how unique it is to live in our rural setting, watching the 
horses grazing next door, watching the sheep on the far hill, or if one is lucky, 
observe a huge machine work the field adjacent to the facility.  The serene beauty 
surrounding the hilltop setting of Fairfield Care is so quiet and tranquil.   
A reality I have observed is how many residents desire to return to their “roots”, the 
area where they were raised as a child.  Many of them are now eating and 
socializing with the same people they went to school with many years ago.  Or 
even if they were raised in another area of the country, the rural beauty of Fairfield 
Care is very comforting to all. 
The entire staff at Fairfield Care is committed to high quality care.  We are very 
fortunate to have this dedicated core of caring people working here with us 
providing the high quality of care that has been a trademark of our facility since we  
opened our doors.  THANK YOU STAFF! 
In closing I want to thank everyone who has supported Fairfield Care through these  
past five years.  You are benefiting more people than you realize. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Karl Felgenhauer 
 
 

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR 

 
We are excited to say that occupancy has grown, and we are on the cusp of having 
a waiting list. With our construction nearing an end for the secured dementia 
unit, our focus has changed to becoming experts in memory care.  
 
We will be what is considered a transitional memory care community, having one 
wing of the facility focused on mild to moderate memory care and another wing 
focusing on severe memory care, so that we can better meet the needs of our 
residents progressing through all stages of memory care. 

 
We are excited to be able to offer these kinds of services to Fairfield, the 
outlying communities and others who are often searching for a caring 
staff in a quality facility. 
 
We welcome your call and/or visit if you would like a tour. 
 
Bonita Powers, Administrator 
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FAIRFIELD CARE 
Fairfield Care is here to serve our rural area with Assisted Living, Independent Apartments and Jobs 

Phone (509) 283-2232 

Donation Form 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 
 

Please detach or copy this form to return with your donation 
 

 
Memorials given to Fairfield Care in memory of a loved one are a great way to assist in keeping  

Fairfield Care sustainable.  Bequests in wills are yet another way to be remembered. 
 

All gifts are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable to: 
Fairfield Care, 503 S. Hilltop Lane, Fairfield, WA 99012 

www.fairfieldcare.org, phone (509) 283-2232 
 
 

Would you prefer to receive this newsletter by email?   Yes_______  No________ 
(Email versions are the ‘green’ way to save us postage and paper) 
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Centenarian Thrives at Fairfield Care 
 
Certainly not the first, but Marjorie Spears, who just turned 100 in May, is currently our only centenarian 
here at Fairfield Care.  
 
Marjorie is a survivor, having lost her mother in the flu epidemic of 1918-19, at a tender age, then being 
adopted by a family in St. Paul, Minnesota and subsequently moved to Butte, Montana. She attended 
business college and following this was employed by the Montana Highway Department in Miles City, 

where she met the love of her life, Gordon Spears. They settled on a ranch in eastern Montana and raised three children. 
Lynn, the only one to move away from Montana, married Gary Schafer, and during the course of farming at Latah they 
purchased some farm property at Latah.  
 
If you’ve never seen eastern Montana, you can understand how Gordon felt when he saw the wonderful orchard surrounding 
an old farmhouse on the Latah property, and soon the sale was made and, in spite of Marjorie’s resistance to moving 700 
miles from her friends and two children, they came to Latah and bought the Richard Wolf home to live in while they built their 
dream. It only took her a short time to fall in love with the area. Gordon tore down the old farmhouse and built their new 
house, with Marjorie doing her part in cleaning up the mess. 
 
Gordon passed away in 2002, and Marjorie continued to live at the home until a fall at 98 brought her to Fairfield Care. She 
worked her way back to independent status but later another fall caused a broken hip, which she decided to leave 
unrepaired due to the risks involved with anesthesia at her young age of 99.  
 
This past May, surrounded by friends and family and the two 9

th
 District representatives, Mary Dye and Joe Schmick, 

Marjorie reveled in the camaraderie that so defines Fairfield Care. She loves the staff, and they love her. 

 

                           Your New Reporter 
Connie Schroeder 

 
As a new resident of Fairfield’s lovely care center, I have been asked to be a reporter for the newsletter. 
But surprise, surprise, even though I came from Cheney, I am not a new resident of Fairfield. I grew up 
here and graduated from high school in 1940, so I feel right at home. However, my siblings, being 
younger than I, all finished school in Cheney. 
 
I fell in my Cheney apartment in July and fractured my hip. I had surgery and couldn’t go back, because I 
would be all alone. I couldn’t go to assisted living, either, as they were full. After asking around, everyone 
said Fairfield Care was great and only 30 miles away. 
 
Daddy, (Howard Brown), decided to move to Cheney in 1941 to give his four kids a chance to go to a college. Also, he was 
farming Grandpa DeFord’s place (Charles Sylvester’s), and Grandpa did not approve of modern soil conservation. So, being 
the oldest and having gone to Fairfield from the third grade up, I was left at Grandma’s to finish the three months I had left. 
Daddy graduated from Fairfield, too, and we were both the salutatorians of our class, my class having about 33 members; 
his had three! Unhappily for Daddy, I was the only one who graduated from Eastern Washington University, The other three 
all graduated from different institutions. 
 
I wanted to be a writer, so my degree was in English. I have been writing since the first grade. Nobody in the family thought 
writing was a real profession, but I’ve sold a lot of stories and published two books! 

 
INTRODUCING A FAIRFIELD CARE VOLUNTEER – CURT STANGHILL                                                                          

 
Curt is someone who loves to volunteer his time.  Curt and his wife Mary live in Hayden, Idaho.  But the distance does not 
deter him from doing anything and everything he can to enable Fairfield Care to carry out its mission.  An avid billiard pool 
player he gave us our first pool table that he found on Craig’s List.   
 
Being the perfectionist he is he soon found a regulation size slate pool table with a less than perfect felt surface, again on 
Craig’s List.  He purchased and gave the table to Fairfield Care, but not until he had the felt surface replaced in BLUE, the 
favorite color of his #1 competitor and friend, Earl Bothman.                                                                      (Cont. next page) 

 
If Curt is in town you will find him every Wednesday morning playing pool and having 
breakfast with his buddies. 
 
Now that Fairfield Care has a 12 passenger bus you can most likely find Curt driving 
the bus over hill and dale to whatever destination Daphne has planned.  He is one of 
several volunteers Fairfield Care is blessed with.  Our activity director Daphne 
Chrysler is quick to utilize the talents of anyone who wants to become a 
VOLUNTEER. 
 
P.S.  Curt was the person who located our 12 passenger bus.  Guess where he 
found it - - - on Craig’s List. 
 

 

News from the Activities Department 
                                                                        Daphne Chrysler 
Three years ago I retired as an Activity Director, worked part time the next three years for Interim Healthcare 
helping clients in their homes. My plan was to cut back my hours and hopefully my husband would retire and 
we could travel….. 
 
Since coming to Fairfield Care it has been exhilarating developing the 

program to make the facility a home anyone would be happy to live in. It has been quite an 
adventure, first getting to know the residents, their families, friends and staff and starting to 
know the community. Building a volunteer program is very important. Without these people 
who can donate time, talent and resources, along with their compassion and empathy, the 
quality of life would not be so positive. The staff are great, very caring and make what I am 
trying to build in the community easier.  

 
We have the normal coffee and news, sensory 
programs for residents who need exercise daily 
and extra encouragement to identify their 
strengths and what they have enjoyed in the 
past, I like to say we are the prosthesis for the 
part of the brain that may not know how to start. 
Bingo is also important to our residents on 
Tuesdays and Saturday afternoons at 3 pm. We could always use extra eyes 
and hands. We have begun a sewing club with the assistance and leadership of 
Ida Clausen. We also have Sunday church services at 2 pm Sundays provided 
by various pastors in the community. 

 
Outings have been fun. We have been to Davenport and the harvest with 
antique equipment, a drive around the area looking at the harvest concluding 
with a picnic in the Rockford park, a visit to the Lost Dutchman Museum in 
Fairfield and, lunch at the Timber Creek Buffet in the Spokane Valley. We will be 
taking residents to a catered lunch at Touch of Country, to the Latah Harvest 
Celebration and shopping at Walmart the first Wednesday of the month. The 
goal is two to three outings a month. 

 
Third Fridays are set aside for our 
community luncheon which fills our 
dining room with chatter and 
laughter. We arrange for special 
music at these events. The October luncheon will feature music by Antone, a 
great accordion player and German entertainer. On November 11, Veterans 
Day, we will have a flag folding ceremony. 
 
My personal and professional experience is meeting the physical, intellectual, 
emotional, social, and most of all spiritual needs of each of our residents on 
their special journey and makes this a happy home. 
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