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Fairfield Care is here to serve our rural area with Assisted Living, Independent Apartments and Jobs
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Please detach or copy this form to return with your donation
Memorials given to Fairfield Care in memory of a loved one are a great way to assist in keeping
Fairfield Care sustainable. Bequests in wills are yet another way to be remembered.
All gifts are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable to:
Fairfield Care, 503 S. Hilltop Lane, Fairfield, WA 99012
www.fairfieldcare.org, phone (509) 283-2232
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Board of Directors

September 2016
Exciting things are happening at Fairfield Care. The rooms on the 100 and 400
wings are filled, and we are gradually adding residents in the newer remodeled
300 wing.
Following in Karl’s footsteps (as if anyone could keep up with him) I spend a lot
of time at Fairfield Care doing things I can do and interacting with the
residents. It is a good way to learn how things are going.
Most days when the weather is pleasant you will find
Bert Wolfrum with his trusty broom (and trusty dog,
Tootsie) making sure the entrance driveway is kept
clean of leaves and debris. Thank you, Bert! And thank
you Karl Felgenhauer and Larry Cargile for all the hard
work prepping and painting on the outside of the facility.
Activities are an important part of any assisted living
facility, and Fairfield Care is no different. As the building
fills we continue to add things in which the residents
can participate. Ena Leitz leads residents in daily
exercise sessions, Bingo is an important activity, as are
manicures, birthday and other socials, Bible studies,
music and sing-alongs, weekly book reading, Sunday
church services, bus rides for scenery and to local
restaurants, a puzzle/pool room and we have a caring,
giving staff second to none.
We continue to add volunteers who bring their talents to share with the residents.
Whatever would we do without our volunteers? And if you think you’d like to join
us, there is always a place for you! Board members are also welcome if that is
your calling. We have room for two more people on the board.
--Lynn Schafer

Lynn Schafer - President
Karl Felgenhauer—Vice President
Barbara Roecks—Secretary
Jacqueline Tee—Treasurer
Board members:
Paul Anderson
Rusty McGuire
Betsy Pletscher
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COMING EVENTS…Daphne Chrysler, Activity Director
rd

October 5, 2016, 1:30 pm, 103 birthday party for Marjorie Green in Fireside Room with music from Betsy
October 7, 2016, 1:00 pm, luncheon in the fireside room for our volunteers. We have about 25 volunteers providing the
wonderful quality of life to our residents through their gifts of time, talent and love.
October 21, 2016, 12:30 pm, our monthly community luncheon will be Oktoberfest with German food and authentic German
Music provided by Antone Lazarov.
October 29, 2016, a Halloween party is being planned at Fairfield Care for children of all ages with contests for costumes
and pumpkin decorating. Look for details on Fairfield’s reader board at the north end of the park in downtown Fairfield.
November 11, 2016, a patriotic Veteran’s Day program in the Fireside Room. All veterans and/or spouses are invited. Talk
to family and friends and encourage them to come.

Fairfield Care Newsletter

Page 2

THE FIRST CLIENT OF FAIRFIELD CARE
Ardis Mary Simons Dashiell was walking in her living room at her farm home near Mount
Hope, Washington when her left knee gave way. She shattered a shoulder on the edge of
her coffee table as she fell. After spending six weeks at Sullivan Park Nursing Home in the
Spokane Valley, on November 11, 2011 she was transferred to Fairfield Care, built on the
site of the beautiful Morrison 1890’s home on the top of the hill just south of the town of
Fairfield. After a bout with cancer and a stay at Touchmark Care Center in Spokane, Ardis
returned to Fairfield Care on January 14, 2014.
In her single days many years earlier, Ardis had met a handsome blue-eyed farmer, Tom
Dashiell, at a Moran Prairie Grange Hall dance. They have now been married 70 years and
have three children, two boys and a girl, an ideal combination for a farmer.
Two weeks after her accident, her husband fell into a bonfire and burned his forehead and
cheek. He joined Ardis for three months at Fairfield Care, and they then moved back to the
farm.
Born on February 25, 1924 to Gilbert and Lillian Selde Simons in her grandfather’s farmhouse near Creston, Washington,
Ardis was named after a character in a book her mother was reading. She has since discovered an aide whose grandmother
carried the same name. Her mother was a country schoolteacher.
When her mother lived with her for a while in her old age, Ardis gave her a pencil and paper and asked her to write of her life
as a country school “marm.” After her mother passed away, Ardis edited and published her memoirs and gave copies to all
the surviving relatives.
The two sons are both involved in farming as was her father, grandfather and great grandfather. They still own the
homestead land at Mount Hope, which has been in the Dashiell family since 1888. Daughter Elaine taught Medical Records
classes at Spokane Community College for 30 years and is now retired.
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Earlier this year, Ervin Leitz presented us with a substantial
check to allow us to install a generator large enough to
service the entire building. In the past we have had to rely
on two small portable generators just to keep the necessary
things going. Our maintenance supervisor, Jason Bozarth, is
working with Avista to see that this will be installed as soon
as all the State requirements are completed.
Thank you very much, Ervin, for your generous donation.
This will be a relief to know that we are protected from
power outages and can maintain the operations and keep all
our residents cared for at the level they need.
Then in September, we received two grants and another
donation that provided for two things: chairs for the dining
room and replacement of an HVAC unit over the 200 wing of
the facility.
Board President Lynn Schafer, Ervin Leitz and

The grant for the replacement HVAC unit was for $14,000
Traci Bozarth, Administrator receiving the check
and came from Empire Health Foundation who had awarded
us another grant early on in our operation. Karl Felgenhauer worked on applying for this grant. Two people from Empire
Health Foundation in Spokane came to Fairfield Care and were given a tour of the facility. In an email to Traci they said:
“Fairfield Care's service and connection to the community is very striking and we are happy to support the great work being
accomplished.” Thank you, Empire Health Foundation! The unit has been ordered and will be installed when helicopters are
available to lift the old unit and one other one off the roof and put the new one up there.
Then Jacqueline Tee, another of our diligent board members, applied for a grant through Northwest Farm Credit Services.
This was to purchase dining room chairs. Northwest Farm Credit Services awarded us $1,000, and when Ms. Tee
mentioned this where she is employed, McCoy Grain Terminal in Colfax matched it with another $1,000. Wow! As a result,
20 chairs were ordered. Jason and Karl put them together in the parking area and they were used at our monthly luncheon.

Ardis has spent much time serving her community. She was a founding member of Spokane County CowBelles and was
elected Washington CowBelles president in 1976 and CowBelle for the State in 1986. She was president of the Rockford
Elementary PTA in the late 1950s, and she was active in the Rockford Methodist Church auxiliary “Quilts for Children at
Risk” committee for several years.
In addition to these accomplishments, Ardis is a writer. She has written and published three books: Rockford, Washington
History; Mount Hope, Washington – Its History and Its People; and the biography of her mother, The Life and Times of A
Country Schoolteacher – Lillian Selde Simons.
When Ardis had spare time she made shirts and dresses for the kids and her own clothing, raised a big garden every year
and kept books for the farm. Eventually she kept the books for the boys’ farms until they were able to get help from their
spouses. She also led 4-H clubs in both cooking and sewing and helped at the Spokane Junior Livestock Show each year
that all the kids raised calves for the Show. And for the Rockford Fair she helped build the booths for the 4-H clubs,
Campfire Girls and Cub Scouts.
While Tom remained at the farm for a time, not giving up his right to stay there, he has now joined Ardis at Fairfield Care.
From their room they have a pastoral view of the town of Fairfield as well as the site of the Morrison farm.

Grants and Donations
Everyone knows the costs of keeping up a house, and this is no different with Fairfield Care, only it is on a much larger
scale. There are always things that need to be updated, repaired, replaced, or added. So we are very grateful to our donors,
no matter the size of the donation, and grants also provide some much-needed financial support.

Board members Karl Felgenhauer, Rusty McGuire, Pastor Paul Anderson, Betsy Pletscher, Barbara Roecks and Jacqueline
Tee, Traci Bozarth, Administrator and Jason Bozarth, Maintenance, with representatives from Northwest Farm Credit Services
displaying unassembled chair parts purchased with the grant and matching donation.

